Nursing issues in care for the elderly in the emergency department: an overview of the literature.
Emergency care is an important link in the chain of care for geriatric patients. Due to the specific physiological, psychological, and social needs of elderly people, the type and quantity of emergency care are different for this group of patients than for other age groups. Consequently, they have a significant impact on the health care system. Doctors and nurses working in an emergency department must be aware of this specific situation and adjust the care that they provide accordingly. Appropriate communication between health care providers and patients, a sound assessment of functional status and cognitive ability, and specific attention to verbal and written discharge guidelines are indispensable.